California Equine Statutes
California Code of Regulations (2010)
Title 4 CCR 1846.5. Postmortem Examination
(a) Every horse which suffers a fatal injury on the racetrack in training or in competition, or which dies or is
euthanized within an area under the jurisdiction of the Board, shall undergo a postmortem examination at a
diagnostic laboratory which is under contract with the Board to determine the injury or sickness which resulted in
euthanasia or natural death.
(b) Test samples may be obtained from the carcass upon which the postmortem examination is to be conducted and
sent to the diagnostic laboratory for testing for foreign substances or their metabolites, and natural substances at
abnormal levels. When practical, test samples shall be procured prior to euthanasia.
(c) The costs associated with transportation to the diagnostic laboratory of any horse which has died under the
provisions of subparagraph (a) shall be the responsibility of the racing association conducting the meeting where the
death occurred or the training center or racetrack where death occurred when no meeting is in progress. The services
of the official veterinarian and the laboratory testing of postmortem samples for standard necropsy and special
equine necropsy examinations shall be made available by the Board without charge to the owner. The cost of any
additional necropsy examination(s) requested by the owner or trainer are the responsibility of the requesting
individual.
(d) Requests for each postmortem shall be filed with the official veterinarian by the owner's or trainer's veterinarian
within one hour of the death and shall be submitted on a Necropsy Submission Form, CHRB-72, (Rev. 6/04), hereby
incorporated by reference, and which is available at all official veterinarian offices. The trainer is co-responsible to
supply all information to complete CHRB-72.
(e) If; the official veterinarian is not available, the owner's or trainer's veterinarian must phone the diagnostic
laboratory within one hour of the death and fax CHRB-72 to the laboratory as notification that the horse is due for
necropsy. On the official veterinarian's next scheduled work day, the owner's or trainer's veterinarian shall give the
original CHRB-72 to the official veterinarian.
(f) The racing association, racetrack or training center will notify the transporter within one hour of death to have the
horse conveyed to the designated laboratory for necropsy.
(g) Upon completion of the postmortem examination the diagnostic laboratory shall file a written report with the
Executive Director, the Equine Medical Director and the official veterinarian.
(h) Each owner and trainer accepts responsibility for the postmortem examination provided herein as a requisite for
maintaining an occupational license.
Title 4 CCR 1902.5. Animal Welfare
No person under the jurisdiction of the Board shall alone, or in concert with another person, permit or cause an
animal under his control or care to suffer any form of cruelty, mistreatment, neglect or abuse. Nor shall such person
abandon; injure; maim; kill; administer a noxious or harmful substance to; or deprive an animal of necessary care,
sustenance, shelter or veterinary care.
Title 14 CCR 1425. Horses
(a) No person shall bring saddle, pack or draft animals into a designated camping area unless it has been developed
to accommodate them and is posted accordingly.
(b) No horse or other animal shall be hitched to any tree, shrub or structure in such a way that it may cause damage
thereto.

(c) Persons bringing animals into a state forest are responsible for providing them with feed, and no person shall
allow any saddle, pack or draft animal to graze on any portion of the state forest not specifically designated by the
state forest manager as suitable for grazing purposes.
Title 14 CCR 4359. Riding or Pack Animals
(a) No person shall ride, drive, lead, or keep a saddle or pack animal in a unit, or portion thereof, except on such
roads, beaches, trails, or areas so designated by the Department.
(b) No saddle or pack animal shall be hitched to any tree, shrub, or structure in any manner that might cause damage
thereto.
(c) No person shall ride any animal in a manner that might endanger life or limb of any animal, person or property;
(d) No person shall allow their animal to stand unattended or insecurely tied.
(e) All persons opening a closed gate shall close the same after passing through it.
Title 17 CCR 7985.1. Animals
No person shall bring onto or allow any animal, except guide dogs used by the blind, to remain on any beach which
has been designated a public swimming beach by the state, or any city, county, or city and county and where
lifeguards are provided, except that horses may be ridden on designated equestrian trails and areas.
This regulation is not intended to prohibit or supersede any local ordinance now in effect or which may be enacted.
Title 17 CCR 7988.1. Animals
No person shall bring onto or allow any animal, except guide dogs used by the blind, to remain on any beach which
has been designated a public swimming beach by the state, or any city, county, or city and county and where
lifeguards are provided, except that horses may be ridden on designated equestrian trails and areas.
This regulation is not intended to prohibit or supersede any local ordinance now in effect or which may be enacted.

Business and Professions Code (2009)
19668. Entry of horse in race prior to two years after foaling date; Penalty
(a) On and after July 1, 1995, it shall be unlawful for any person to enter or accept the entry of a horse in a race
upon which there is parimutuel wagering until two years after the horse's foaling date.
(b) Every person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. The board may suspend the license of any
person who violates this section for a period of not more than one year.

California Penal Code (2010)
337b. Offering bribe to participant in sporting event
Any person who gives, or offers or promises to give, or attempts to give or offer, any money, bribe, or thing of
value, to any participant or player, or to any prospective participant or player, in any sporting event, contest, or
exhibition of any kind whatsoever, except a wrestling exhibition as defined in Section 18626 of the Business and
Professions Code, and specifically including, but without being limited to, such sporting events, contests, and
exhibitions as baseball, football, basketball, boxing, horseracing, and wrestling matches, with the intention or
understanding or agreement that such participant or player or such prospective participant or player shall not use his
or her best efforts to win such sporting event, contest, or exhibition, or shall so conduct himself or herself in such
sporting event, contest, or exhibition that any other player, participant or team of players or participants shall

thereby be assisted or enabled to win such sporting event, contest, or exhibition, or shall so conduct himself or
herself in such sporting event, contest, or exhibition as to limit his or her or his or her team's margin of victory in
such sporting event, contest, or exhibition, is guilty of a felony, and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
prison, or by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by both such fine and imprisonment.
337c. Acceptance of bribe by participant in sporting event
Any person who accepts, or attempts to accept, or offers to accept, or agrees to accept, any money, bribe or thing of
value, with the intention or understanding or agreement that he or she will not use his or her best efforts to win any
sporting event, contest, or exhibition of any kind whatsoever, except a wrestling exhibition as defined in Section
18626 of the Business and Professions Code, and specifically including, but without being limited to, such sporting
events, contests, or exhibitions as baseball, football, basketball, boxing, horseracing, and wrestling matches, in
which he or she is playing or participating or is about to play or participate in, or will so conduct himself or herself
in such sporting event, contest, or exhibition that any other player or participant or team of players or participants
shall thereby be assisted or enabled to win such sporting event, contest, or exhibition, or will so conduct himself or
herself in such sporting event, contest, or exhibition as to limit his or her or his or her team's margin of victory in
such sporting event, contest, or exhibition, is guilty of a felony, and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
prison, or by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by both such fine and imprisonment.
337f. Administration of drugs to race horses; Use of false name or designation
(a) Any person who does any of the following is punishable by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000),
or by imprisonment in the state prison or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both that fine and
imprisonment:
(1) Influences, or induces, or conspires with, any owner, trainer, jockey, groom, or other person associated with or
interested in any stable, horse, or race in which a horse participates, to affect the result of that race by stimulating or
depressing a horse through the administration of any drug to that horse, or by the use of any electrical device or any
electrical equipment or by any mechanical or other device not generally accepted as regulation racing equipment, or
so stimulates or depresses a horse.
(2) Knowingly enters any horse in any race within a period of 24 hours after any drug has been administered to that
horse for the purpose of increasing or retarding the speed of that horse.
(3) Willfully or unjustifiably enters or races any horse in any running or trotting race under any name or designation
other than the name or designation assigned to that horse by and registered with the Jockey Club or the United States
Trotting Association or willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in or in any way furthers any act by which any
horse is entered or raced in any running or trotting race under any name or designation other than the name or
designation duly assigned by and registered with the Jockey Club or the United States Trotting Association .
(b) For purposes of this section, the term "drug" includes all substances recognized as having the power of
stimulating or depressing the central nervous system, respiration, or blood pressure of an animal, such as narcotics,
hypnotics, benzedrine or its derivatives, but shall not include recognized vitamins or supplemental feeds approved
by or in compliance with the rules and regulations or policies of the California Horse Racing Board.
337g. Possession of local anaesthetic within racing enclosure
The possession, transport or use of any local anaesthetic of the cocaine group, including but not limited to natural or
synthetic drugs of this group such as allocaine, apothesine, alypine, benzyl carbinol, butyn, procaine, nupercaine,
betaeucaine, novol or anestubes, within the racing inclosure is prohibited, except upon a bona fide veterinarian's
prescription with complete statement of uses and purposes of same on the container. A copy of such prescription
shall be filed with the stewards, and such substances may be used only with approval of the stewards and under the
supervision of the veterinarian representing the board.
337h. Administration of drugs to race or exhibition animals
Any person who, except for medicinal purposes, administers any poison, drug, medicine, or other noxious substance,

to any horse, stud, mule, ass, mare, horned cattle, neat cattle, gelding, colt, filly, dog, animals, or other livestock,
entered or about to be entered in any race or upon any race course, or entered or about to be entered at or with any
agricultural park, or association, race course, or corporation, or other exhibition for competition for prize, reward,
purse, premium, stake, sweepstakes, or other reward, or who exposes any poison, drug, medicine, or noxious
substance, with intent that it shall be taken, inhaled, swallowed, or otherwise received by any of these animals or
other livestock, with intent to impede or affect its speed, endurance, sense, health, physical condition, or other
character or quality, or who causes to be taken by or placed upon or in the body of any of these animals or other
livestock, entered or about to be entered in any race or competition described in this section any sponge, wood, or
foreign substance of any kind, with intent to impede or affect its speed, endurance, sense, health, or physical
condition, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
487. Grand theft
Grand theft is theft committed in any of the following cases:
(a) When the money, labor, or real or personal property taken is of a value exceeding four hundred dollars ($400)
except as provided in subdivision (b).
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), grand theft is committed in any of the following cases:
(1)
(A) When domestic fowls, avocados, olives, citrus or deciduous fruits, other fruits, vegetables, nuts, artichokes,
or other farm crops are taken of a value exceeding two hundred fifty dollars ($250).
(B) For the purposes of establishing that the value of avocados or citrus fruit under this paragraph exceeds two
hundred fifty dollars ($250), that value may be shown by the presentation of credible evidence which establishes
that on the day of the theft avocados or citrus fruit of the same variety and weight exceeded two hundred fifty dollars
($250) in wholesale value.
(2) When fish, shellfish, mollusks, crustaceans, kelp, algae, or other aquacultural products are taken from a
commercial or research operation which is producing that product, of a value exceeding two hundred fifty dollars
($250).
(3) Where the money, labor, or real or personal property is taken by a servant, agent, or employee from his or her
principal or employer and aggregates nine hundred fifty dollars ($950) or more in any 12 consecutive month period.
(c) When the property is taken from the person of another.
(d) When the property taken is any of the following:
(1) An automobile, horse, mare, gelding, any bovine animal, any caprine animal, mule, jack, jenny, sheep, lamb,
hog, sow, boar, gilt, barrow, or pig.
(2) A firearm.
(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1997.
487a. Stealing livestock carcass
(a) Every person who shall feloniously steal, take, transport or carry the carcass of any bovine, caprine, equine,
ovine or suine animal or of any mule, jack or jenny, which is the personal property of another, or who shall
fraudulently appropriate such property which has been entrusted to him, is guilty of grand theft.
(b) Every person who shall feloniously steal, take, transport, or carry any portion of the carcass of any bovine,
caprine, equine, ovine, or suine animal or of any mule, jack, or jenny, which has been killed without the consent of
the owner thereof, is guilty of grand theft.

596.7. Requirement of veterinarian at rodeo; Access to animals; Examination and treatment of injured
animal; Use of electric prod; Violation
(a)
(1) For purposes of this section, "rodeo" means a performance featuring competition between persons that includes
three or more of the following events: bareback bronc riding, saddle bronc riding, bull riding, calf roping, steer
wrestling, or team roping.
(2) A rodeo performed on private property for which admission is charged, or that sells or accepts sponsorships, or
is open to the public constitutes a performance for the purpose of this subdivision.
(b) The management of any professionally sanctioned or amateur rodeo that intends to perform in any city, county,
or city and county shall ensure that there is a veterinarian licensed to practice in this state present at all times during
the performances of the rodeo, or a veterinarian licensed to practice in the state who is on-call and able to arrive at
the rodeo within one hour after a determination has been made that there is an injury which requires treatment to be
provided by a veterinarian.
(c)
(1) The attending or on-call veterinarian shall have complete access to the site of any event in the rodeo that uses
animals.
(2) The attending or on-call veterinarian may, for good cause, declare any animal unfit for use in any rodeo event.
(d)
(1) Any animal that is injured during the course of, or as a result of, any rodeo event shall receive immediate
examination and appropriate treatment by the attending veterinarian or shall begin receiving examination and
appropriate treatment by a veterinarian licensed to practice in this state within one hour of the determination of the
injury requiring veterinary treatment.
(2) The attending or on-call veterinarian shall submit a brief written listing of any animal injury requiring veterinary
treatment to the Veterinary Medical Board within 48 hours of the conclusion of the rodeo.
(3) The rodeo management shall ensure that there is a conveyance available at all times for the immediate and
humane removal of any injured animal.
(e) The rodeo management shall ensure that no electric prod or similar device is used on any animal once the animal
is in the holding chute, unless necessary to protect the participants and spectators of the rodeo.
(f) A violation of this section is an infraction and shall be punishable as follows:
(1) A fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) and not more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) for a first
violation.
(2) A fine of not less than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) and not more than five thousand dollars
($5,000) for a second or subsequent violation.
597. Cruelty to animals
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (c) of this section or Section 599c, every person who maliciously and
intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, or wounds a living animal, or maliciously and intentionally kills an animal,
is guilty of an offense punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, or by a fine of not more than twenty thousand
dollars ($20,000), or by both the fine and imprisonment, or, alternatively, by imprisonment in a county jail for not
more than one year, or by a fine of not more than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), or by both the fine and
imprisonment.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (a) or (c), every person who overdrives, overloads, drives when
overloaded, overworks, tortures, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance, drink, or shelter, cruelly beats,
mutilates, or cruelly kills any animal, or causes or procures any animal to be so overdriven, overloaded, driven when
overloaded, overworked, tortured, tormented, deprived of necessary sustenance, drink, shelter, or to be cruelly
beaten, mutilated, or cruelly killed; and whoever, having the charge or custody of any animal, either as owner or
otherwise, subjects any animal to needless suffering, or inflicts unnecessary cruelty upon the animal, or in any
manner abuses any animal, or fails to provide the animal with proper food, drink, or shelter or protection from the
weather, or who drives, rides, or otherwise uses the animal when unfit for labor, is, for every such offense, guilty of
a crime punishable as a misdemeanor or as a felony or alternatively punishable as a misdemeanor or a felony and by
a fine of not more than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000).
(c) Every person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, or tortures any mammal, bird, reptile,
amphibian, or fish as described in subdivision (d), is guilty of an offense punishable by imprisonment in the state
prison, or by a fine of not more than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), or by both the fine and imprisonment, or,
alternatively, by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, by a fine of not more than twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), or by both the fine and imprisonment.
(d) Subdivision (c) applies to any mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, or fish which is a creature described as follows:
(1) Endangered species or threatened species as described in Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Section 2050) of
Division 3 of the Fish and Game Code.
(2) Fully protected birds described in Section 3511 of the Fish and Game Code.
(3) Fully protected mammals described in Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 4700) of Part 3 of Division 4 of the
Fish and Game Code.
(4) Fully protected reptiles and amphibians described in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 5050) of Division 5
of the Fish and Game Code.
(5) Fully protected fish as described in Section 5515 of the Fish and Game Code.
This subdivision does not supersede or affect any provisions of law relating to taking of the described species,
including, but not limited to, Section 12008 of the Fish and Game Code.
(e) For the purposes of subdivision (c), each act of malicious and intentional maiming, mutilating, or torturing a
separate specimen of a creature described in subdivision (d) is a separate offense. If any person is charged with a
violation of subdivision (c), the proceedings shall be subject to Section 12157 of the Fish and Game Code.
(f)
(1) Upon the conviction of a person charged with a violation of this section by causing or permitting an act of
cruelty, as defined in Section 599b, all animals lawfully seized and impounded with respect to the violation by a
peace officer, officer of a humane society, or officer of a pound or animal regulation department of a public agency
shall be adjudged by the court to be forfeited and shall thereupon be awarded to the impounding officer for proper
disposition. A person convicted of a violation of this section by causing or permitting an act of cruelty, as defined in
Section 599b, shall be liable to the impounding officer for all costs of impoundment from the time of seizure to the
time of proper disposition.
(2) Mandatory seizure or impoundment shall not apply to animals in properly conducted scientific experiments or
investigations performed under the authority of the faculty of a regularly incorporated medical college or university
of this state.
(g) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a defendant is granted probation for a conviction under this
section, the court shall order the defendant to pay for, and successfully complete, counseling, as determined by the

court, designed to evaluate and treat behavior or conduct disorders. If the court finds that the defendant is financially
unable to pay for that counseling, the court may develop a sliding fee schedule based upon the defendant's ability to
pay. An indigent defendant may negotiate a deferred payment schedule, but shall pay a nominal fee if the defendant
has the ability to pay the nominal fee. County mental health departments or Medi-Cal shall be responsible for the
costs of counseling required by this section only for those persons who meet the medical necessity criteria for
mental health managed care pursuant to Section 1830.205 of Title 7 of the California Code of Regulations or the
targeted population criteria specified in Section 5600.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. The counseling
specified in this subdivision shall be in addition to any other terms and conditions of probation, including any term
of imprisonment and any fine. This provision specifies a mandatory additional term of probation and is not to be
utilized as an alternative in lieu of imprisonment in the state prison or county jail when such a sentence is otherwise
appropriate. If the court does not order custody as a condition of probation for a conviction under this section, the
court shall specify on the court record the reason or reasons for not ordering custody. This subdivision shall not
apply to cases involving police dogs or horses as described in Section 600.
597a. Inhumane manner of transporting animal
Whoever carries or causes to be carried in or upon any vehicle or otherwise any domestic animal in a cruel or
inhumane manner, or knowingly and willfully authorizes or permits it to be subjected to unnecessary torture,
suffering, or cruelty of any kind, is guilty of a misdemeanor; and whenever any such person is taken into custody
therefore by any officer, such officer must take charge of such vehicle and its contents, together with the horse or
team attached to such vehicle, and deposit the same in some place of custody; and any necessary expense incurred
for taking care of and keeping the same, is a lien thereon, to be paid before the same can be lawfully recovered; and
if such expense, or any part thereof, remains unpaid, it may be recovered, by the person incurring the same, of the
owner of such domestic animal, in an action therefore.
597d. Authorization of warrantless arrests at animal fights
Any sheriff, police, or peace officer, or officer qualified as provided in Section 14502 of the Corporations Code,
may enter any place, building, or tenement, where there is an exhibition of the fighting of birds or animals, or where
preparations are being made for such an exhibition, and, without a warrant, arrest all persons present.
597g. Poling or tripping a horse
(a) Poling a horse is a method of training horses to jump which consists of (1) forcing, persuading, or enticing a
horse to jump in such manner that one or more of its legs will come in contact with an obstruction consisting of any
kind of wire, or a pole, stick, rope or other object with brads, nails, tacks or other sharp points imbedded therein or
attached thereto or (2) raising, throwing or moving a pole, stick, wire, rope or other object, against one or more of
the legs of a horse while it is jumping an obstruction so that the horse, in either case, is induced to raise such leg or
legs higher in order to clear the obstruction. Tripping a horse is an act that consists of the use of any wire, pole,
stick, rope, or other object or apparatus whatsoever to cause a horse to fall or lose its balance. The poling or tripping
of any horse is unlawful and any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(b) It is a misdemeanor for any person to intentionally trip or fell an equine by the legs by any means whatsoever for
the purposes of entertainment or sport.
(c) This section does not apply to the lawful laying down of a horse for medical or identification purposes, nor shall
the section be construed as condemning or limiting any cultural or historical activities, except those prohibited
herein.
597k. Use of bristle bur or tack bur; Penalty
Anyone who, having care, custody or control of any horse or other animal, uses what is known as the bristle bur,
tack bur, or other like device, by whatsoever name known or designated, on such horse or other animal for any
purpose whatsoever, is guilty of a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50) nor
more than five hundred dollars ($500), or by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 10 days nor more than
175 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

597n. Docking tails of horses or cattle; Exception
(a) Any person who cuts the solid part of the tail of any horse or cattle in the operation known as "docking," or in
any other operation performed for the purpose of shortening the tail of any horse or cattle, within the State of
California, or procures the same to be done, or imports or brings into this state any docked horse, or horses, or
drives, works, uses, races, or deals in any unregistered docked horse, or horses, within the State of California except
as provided in Section 597r, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(b) Subdivision (a) shall not apply to "docking" when the solid part of any cattle's tail must be removed in an
emergency for the purpose of saving the cattle's life or relieving the cattle's pain, provided that the emergency
treatment is performed consistent with the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act (commencing with Section 4811) of
Article 1 of Chapter 11 of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code.
(c) For the purposes of this section, "cattle" means any animal of the bovine species.
597o. Transportation of equine to slaughter
(a) Any person who transports an equine in a vehicle to slaughter shall meet the following requirements:
(1) The vehicle shall have sufficient clearance to allow the equine to be transported in a standing position with its
head in a normal upright position above its withers.
(2) Any ramps and floors in the vehicle shall be covered with a nonskid surface to prevent the equine from slipping.
(3) The vehicle shall provide adequate ventilation to the equine while the equine is being transported.
(4) The sides and overhead of the vehicle shall be constructed to withstand the weight of any equine which may put
pressure against the sides or overhead.
(5) Any compartments in the interior of the vehicle shall be constructed of smooth materials and shall contain no
protrusions or sharp objects.
(6) The size of the vehicle shall be appropriate for the number of equine being transported and the welfare of the
equine shall not be jeopardized by overcrowding.
(7) Stallions shall be segregated during transportation to slaughter.
(8) Diseased, sick, blind, dying, or otherwise disabled equine shall not be transported out of this state.
(9) Any equine being transported shall be able to bear weight on all four feet.
(10) Unweaned foals shall not be transported.
(11) Mares in their last trimester of pregnancy shall not be transported.
(12) The person shall notify a humane officer having jurisdiction 72 hours before loading the equine in order that
the humane officer may perform a thorough inspection of the vehicle to determine if all requirements of this section
have been satisfied.
(b)
(1) Any person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of one hundred dollars
($100) per equine being transported.
(2) Any person who violates this section for a second or subsequent time is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be
fined five hundred dollars ($500) per equine being transported.

(c) Whenever a person is taken into custody by an officer for a violation of this section, the officer shall take charge
of the vehicle and its contents and deposit the property in some place of custody.
(d)
(1) Any necessary expense incurred for taking care of and keeping the property described in subdivision (c) is a lien
thereon, to be paid before the property can be lawfully recovered.
(2) If the expense, or any part thereof, remains unpaid, it may be recovered by the person incurring the expense
from the owner of the equine in an action therefor.
(e) For the purposes of this section, "equine" means any horse, pony, burro, or mule.
597p. Registration of docked horses
Within 30 days after the passage of this act, every owner, or user of any docked horse, within the State of California,
shall register his or her docked horse, or horses by filing in the office of the county clerk of the county in which such
docked horse, or horses, may then be kept, a certificate, which certificate shall contain the name, or names of the
owner, together with his or her post office address, a full description of the color, age, size and the use made of such
docked horse, or horses; which certificate shall be signed by the owner, or his, or her agent. The county clerk shall
number such certificate consecutively and record the name in a book, or register to be kept for that purpose only;
and shall receive as a fee for recording of such certificate, the sum of fifty cents ($0.50), and the clerk shall
thereupon issue to such person so registering such horse or horses a certificate containing the facts recited in this
section which upon demand shall be exhibited to any peace officer, and the same shall be conclusive evidence of a
compliance with the provisions of Section 597n of this code.
597q. Prima facie evidence of docking of horsetails
The driving, working, keeping, racing or using of any unregistered docked horse, or horses, after 60 days after the
passage of this act, shall be deemed prima facie evidence of the fact that the party driving, working, keeping, racing
or using such unregistered docked horse, or horses, docked the tail of such horse or horses.
597x. Sale, loading, or transportation of disabled equine for commercial slaughter out of state
(a) Notwithstanding Section 18734 of the Food and Agricultural Code or any other provision of law, it is unlawful
for any person to sell, attempt to sell, load, cause to be loaded, transport, or attempt to transport any live horse, mule,
burro, or pony that is disabled, if the animal is intended to be sold, loaded, or transported for commercial slaughter
out of the state.
(b) For the purposes of this section, "disabled animal" includes, but is not limited to, any animal that has broken
limbs, is unable to stand and balance itself without assistance, cannot walk, or is severely injured.
(c) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the same penalties imposed upon a
person convicted of a misdemeanor under Section 597a.
597.1. Animals in specified places without proper care or attention
(a) Every owner, driver, or keeper of any animal who permits the animal to be in any building, enclosure, lane,
street, square, or lot of any city, county, city and county, or judicial district without proper care and attention is
guilty of a misdemeanor. Any peace officer, humane society officer, or animal control officer shall take possession
of the stray or abandoned animal and shall provide care and treatment for the animal until the animal is deemed to be
in suitable condition to be returned to the owner. When the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that very
prompt action is required to protect the health or safety of the animal or the health or safety of others, the officer
shall immediately seize the animal and comply with subdivision (f). In all other cases, the officer shall comply with
the provisions of subdivision (g). The cost of caring for and treating any animal properly seized under this
subdivision shall constitute a lien on the animal and the animal shall not be returned to its owner until the charges
are paid, if the seizure is upheld pursuant to this section.

(b) Every sick, disabled, infirm, or crippled animal, except a dog or cat, that is abandoned in any city, county, city
and county, or judicial district may be killed by the officer if, after a reasonable search, no owner of the animal can
be found. It shall be the duty of all peace officers, humane society officers, and animal control officers to cause the
animal to be killed or rehabilitated and placed in a suitable home on information that the animal is stray or
abandoned. The officer may likewise take charge of any animal, including a dog or cat, that by reason of lameness,
sickness, feebleness, or neglect, is unfit for the labor it is performing, or that in any other manner is being cruelly
treated, and provide care and treatment for the animal until it is deemed to be in a suitable condition to be returned to
the owner. When the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that very prompt action is required to protect the
health or safety of an animal or the health or safety of others, the officer shall immediately seize the animal and
comply with subdivision (f). In all other cases, the officer shall comply with subdivision (g). The cost of caring for
and treating any animal properly seized under this subdivision shall constitute a lien on the animal and the animal
shall not be returned to its owner until the charges are paid.
(c) Any peace officer, humane society officer, or animal control officer shall convey all injured cats and dogs found
without their owners in a public place directly to a veterinarian known by the officer to be a veterinarian who
ordinarily treats dogs and cats for a determination of whether the animal shall be immediately and humanely
destroyed or shall be hospitalized under proper care and given emergency treatment.
If the owner does not redeem the animal within the locally prescribed waiting period, the veterinarian may
personally perform euthanasia on the animal. If the animal is treated and recovers from its injuries, the veterinarian
may keep the animal for purposes of adoption, provided the responsible animal control agency has first been
contacted and has refused to take possession of the animal.
Whenever any animal is transferred to a veterinarian in a clinic, such as an emergency clinic that is not in
continuous operation, the veterinarian may, in turn, transfer the animal to an appropriate facility.
If the veterinarian determines that the animal shall be hospitalized under proper care and given emergency
treatment, the costs of any services that are provided pending the owner's inquiry to the responsible agency,
department, or society shall be paid from the dog license fees, fines, and fees for impounding dogs in the city,
county, or city and county in which the animal was licensed or, if the animal is unlicensed, shall be paid by the
jurisdiction in which the animal was found, subject to the provision that this cost be repaid by the animal's owner.
The cost of caring for and treating any animal seized under this subdivision shall constitute a lien on the animal and
the animal shall not be returned to the owner until the charges are paid. No veterinarian shall be criminally or civilly
liable for any decision that he or she makes or for services that he or she provides pursuant to this subdivision.
(d) An animal control agency that takes possession of an animal pursuant to subdivision (c) shall keep records of the
whereabouts of the animal from the time of possession to the end of the animal's impoundment, and those records
shall be available for inspection by the public upon request for three years after the date the animal's impoundment
ended.
(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, any peace officer, humane society officer, or any animal
control officer may, with the approval of his or her immediate superior, humanely destroy any stray or abandoned
animal in the field in any case where the animal is too severely injured to move or where a veterinarian is not
available and it would be more humane to dispose of the animal.
(f) Whenever an officer authorized under this section seizes or impounds an animal based on a reasonable belief that
prompt action is required to protect the health or safety of the animal or the health or safety of others, the officer
shall, prior to the commencement of any criminal proceedings authorized by this section, provide the owner or
keeper of the animal, if known or ascertainable after reasonable investigation, with the opportunity for a postseizure
hearing to determine the validity of the seizure or impoundment, or both.
(1) The agency shall cause a notice to be affixed to a conspicuous place where the animal was situated or personally
deliver a notice of the seizure or impoundment, or both, to the owner or keeper within 48 hours, excluding weekends
and holidays. The notice shall include all of the following:

(A) The name, business address, and telephone number of the officer providing the notice.
(B) A description of the animal seized, including any identification upon the animal.
(C) The authority and purpose for the seizure, or impoundment, including the time, place, and circumstances under
which the animal was seized.
(D) A statement that, in order to receive a postseizure hearing, the owner or person authorized to keep the animal,
or his or her agent, shall request the hearing by signing and returning an enclosed declaration of ownership or right
to keep the animal to the agency providing the notice within 10 days, including weekends and holidays, of the date
of the notice. The declaration may be returned by personal delivery or mail.
(E) A statement that the cost of caring for and treating any animal properly seized under this section is a lien on
the animal and that the animal shall not be returned to the owner until the charges are paid, and that failure to request
or to attend a scheduled hearing shall result in liability for this cost.
(2) The postseizure hearing shall be conducted within 48 hours of the request, excluding weekends and holidays.
The seizing agency may authorize its own officer or employee to conduct the hearing if the hearing officer is not the
same person who directed the seizure or impoundment of the animal and is not junior in rank to that person. The
agency may utilize the services of a hearing officer from outside the agency for the purposes of complying with this
section.
(3) Failure of the owner or keeper, or of his or her agent, to request or to attend a scheduled hearing shall result in a
forfeiture of any right to a postseizure hearing or right to challenge his or her liability for costs incurred.
(4) The agency, department, or society employing the person who directed the seizure shall be responsible for the
costs incurred for caring and treating the animal, if it is determined in the postseizure hearing that the seizing officer
did not have reasonable grounds to believe very prompt action, including seizure of the animal, was required to
protect the health or safety of the animal or the health or safety of others. If it is determined the seizure was justified,
the owner or keeper shall be personally liable to the seizing agency for the cost of the seizure and care of the animal,
the charges for the seizure and care of the animal shall be a lien on the animal, and the animal shall not be returned
to its owner until the charges are paid and the seizing agency or hearing officer has determined that the animal is
physically fit or the owner demonstrates to the seizing agency's or the hearing officer's satisfaction that the owner
can and will provide the necessary care.
(g) Where the need for immediate seizure is not present and prior to the commencement of any criminal proceedings
authorized by this section, the agency shall provide the owner or keeper of the animal, if known or ascertainable
after reasonable investigation, with the opportunity for a hearing prior to any seizure or impoundment of the animal.
The owner shall produce the animal at the time of the hearing unless, prior to the hearing, the owner has made
arrangements with the agency to view the animal upon request of the agency, or unless the owner can provide
verification that the animal was humanely destroyed. Any person who willfully fails to produce the animal or
provide the verification is guilty of an infraction, punishable by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars
($250) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000).
(1) The agency shall cause a notice to be affixed to a conspicuous place where the animal was situated or personally
deliver a notice stating the grounds for believing the animal should be seized under subdivision (a) or (b). The notice
shall include all of the following:
(A) The name, business address, and telephone number of the officer providing the notice.
(B) A description of the animal to be seized, including any identification upon the animal.
(C) The authority and purpose for the possible seizure or impoundment.
(D) A statement that, in order to receive a hearing prior to any seizure, the owner or person authorized to keep the
animal, or his or her agent, shall request the hearing by signing and returning the enclosed declaration of ownership

or right to keep the animal to the officer providing the notice within two days, excluding weekends and holidays, of
the date of the notice.
(E) A statement that the cost of caring for and treating any animal properly seized under this section is a lien on
the animal, that any animal seized shall not be returned to the owner until the charges are paid, and that failure to
request or to attend a scheduled hearing shall result in a conclusive determination that the animal may properly be
seized and that the owner shall be liable for the charges.
(2) The preseizure hearing shall be conducted within 48 hours, excluding weekends and holidays, after receipt of
the request. The seizing agency may authorize its own officer or employee to conduct the hearing if the hearing
officer is not the same person who requests the seizure or impoundment of the animal and is not junior in rank to
that person. The agency may utilize the services of a hearing officer from outside the agency for the purposes of
complying with this section.
(3) Failure of the owner or keeper, or his or her agent, to request or to attend a scheduled hearing shall result in a
forfeiture of any right to a preseizure hearing or right to challenge his or her liability for costs incurred pursuant to
this section.
(4) The hearing officer, after the hearing, may affirm or deny the owner's or keeper's right to custody of the animal
and, if reasonable grounds are established, may order the seizure or impoundment of the animal for care and
treatment.
(h) If any animal is properly seized under this section, the owner or keeper shall be personally liable to the seizing
agency for the cost of the seizure and care of the animal. Furthermore, if the charges for the seizure or impoundment
and any other charges permitted under this section are not paid within 14 days of the seizure, or, if the owner, within
14 days of notice of availability of the animal to be returned, fails to pay charges permitted under this section and
take possession of the animal, the animal shall be deemed to have been abandoned and may be disposed of by the
impounding officer.
(i) If the animal requires veterinary care and the humane society or public agency is not assured, within 14 days of
the seizure of the animal, that the owner will provide the necessary care, the animal shall not be returned to its owner
and shall be deemed to have been abandoned and may be disposed of by the impounding officer. A veterinarian may
humanely destroy an impounded animal without regard to the prescribed holding period when it has been
determined that the animal has incurred severe injuries or is incurably crippled. A veterinarian also may immediately
humanely destroy an impounded animal afflicted with a serious contagious disease unless the owner or his or her
agent immediately authorizes treatment of the animal by a veterinarian at the expense of the owner or agent.
(j) No animal properly seized under this section shall be returned to its owner until, in the determination of the
seizing agency or hearing officer, the animal is physically fit or the owner can demonstrate to the seizing agency's or
hearing officer's satisfaction that the owner can and will provide the necessary care.
(k) Upon the conviction of a person charged with a violation of this section, or Section 597 or 597a, all animals
lawfully seized and impounded with respect to the violation shall be adjudged by the court to be forfeited and shall
thereupon be transferred to the impounding officer or appropriate public entity for proper adoption or other
disposition. A person convicted of a violation of this section shall be personally liable to the seizing agency for all
costs of impoundment from the time of seizure to the time of proper disposition. Upon conviction, the court shall
order the convicted person to make payment to the appropriate public entity for the costs incurred in the housing,
care, feeding, and treatment of the seized or impounded animals. Each person convicted in connection with a
particular animal may be held jointly and severally liable for restitution for that particular animal. The payment shall
be in addition to any other fine or sentence ordered by the court.
The court may also order, as a condition of probation, that the convicted person be prohibited from owning,
possessing, caring for, or having any contact with, animals of any kind and require the convicted person to
immediately deliver all animals in his or her possession to a designated public entity for adoption or other lawful
disposition or provide proof to the court that the person no longer has possession, care, or control of any animals. In
the event of the acquittal or final discharge without conviction of the arrested person, the court shall, on demand,

direct the release of seized or impounded animals upon a showing of proof of ownership. Any questions regarding
ownership shall be determined in a separate hearing by the court where the criminal case was finally adjudicated and
the court shall hear testimony from any persons who may assist the court in determining ownership of the animal. If
the owner is determined to be unknown or the owner is prohibited or unable to retain possession of the animals for
any reason, the court shall order the animals to be released to the appropriate public entity for adoption or other
lawful disposition. This section is not intended to cause the release of any animal, bird, reptile, amphibian, or fish,
seized or impounded pursuant to any other statute, ordinance, or municipal regulation. This section shall not prohibit
the seizure or impoundment of animals as evidence as provided for under any other provision of law.
(l) It shall be the duty of all peace officers, humane society officers, and animal control officers to use all currently
acceptable methods of identification, both electronic and otherwise, to determine the lawful owner or caretaker of
any seized or impounded animal. It shall also be their duty to make reasonable efforts to notify the owner or
caretaker of the whereabouts of the animal and any procedures available for the lawful recovery of the animal and,
upon the owner's and caretaker's initiation of recovery procedures, retain custody of the animal for a reasonable
period of time to allow for completion of the recovery process. Efforts to locate or contact the owner or caretaker
and communications with persons claiming to be the owner or caretaker shall be recorded and maintained and be
made available for public inspection.
597.2. Abandonment or relinquishment of equine; Sale or adoption
(a) It shall be the duty of an officer of a pound, humane society, or animal regulation department of a public agency
to assist in a case involving the abandonment or voluntary relinquishment of an equine by the equine's owner. This
section does not require a pound, humane society, or animal regulation department of a public agency to take actual
possession of the equine.
(b) If a pound, humane society, or animal regulation department of a public agency sells an equine at a private or
public auction or sale, it shall set the minimum bid for the sale of the equine at a price above the current slaughter
price of the equine.
(c)
(1) This section does not prohibit a pound, humane society, or animal regulation department of a public agency
from placing an equine through an adoption program at an adoption fee that may be set below current slaughter
price.
(2) A person adopting an equine under paragraph (1) shall submit a written statement declaring that the person is
adopting the equine for personal use and not for purposes of resale, resale for slaughter, or holding or transporting
the equine for slaughter.
598c. Killing horse for purpose of human consumption
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, it is unlawful for any person to possess, to import into or export
from the state, or to sell, buy, give away, hold, or accept any horse with the intent of killing, or having another kill,
that horse, if that person knows or should have known that any part of that horse will be used for human
consumption.
(b) For purposes of this section, "horse" means any equine, including any horse, pony, burro, or mule.
(c) Violation of this section is a felony punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months, or two or three
years.
(d) It is not the intent of this section to affect any commonly accepted commercial, noncommercial, recreational, or
sporting activity that relates to horses.
(e) It is not the intent of this section to affect any existing law that relates to horse taxation or zoning.

598d. Sale of horsemeat for human consumption
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, horsemeat may not be offered for sale for human consumption. No
restaurant, cafe, or other public eating place may offer horsemeat for human consumption.
(b) Violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000),
or by confinement in jail for not less than 30 days nor more than two years, or by both that fine and confinement.
(c) A second or subsequent offense under this section is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for not less
than two years nor more than five years.
600. Interference with horse or dog being used by police officer
(a) Any person who willfully and maliciously and with no legal justification strikes, beats, kicks, cuts, stabs, shoots
with a firearm, administers any poison or other harmful or stupefying substance to, or throws, hurls, or projects at, or
places any rock, object, or other substance which is used in such a manner as to be capable of producing injury and
likely to produce injury, on or in the path of, any horse being used by, or any dog under the supervision of, any
peace officer in the discharge or attempted discharge of his or her duties, is guilty of a public offense. If the injury
inflicted is a serious injury, as defined in subdivision (c), the person shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
prison for 16 months, two or three years, or in a county jail for not exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding
two thousand dollars ($2,000), or by both a fine and imprisonment. If the injury inflicted is not a serious injury, the
person shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both a fine and imprisonment.
(b) Any person who willfully and maliciously and with no legal justification interferes with or obstructs any horse or
dog being used by any peace officer in the discharge or attempted discharge of his or her duties by frightening,
teasing, agitating, harassing, or hindering the horse or dog shall be punished by imprisonment in a county jail for not
exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both a fine and imprisonment.
(c) Any person who, in violation of this section, and with intent to inflict such injury or death, personally causes the
death, destruction, or serious physical injury including bone fracture, loss or impairment of function of any bodily
member, wounds requiring extensive suturing, or serious crippling, of any horse or dog, shall, upon conviction of a
felony under this section, in addition and consecutive to the punishment prescribed for the felony, be punished by an
additional term of imprisonment in the state prison for one year.
(d) Any person who, in violation of this section, and with the intent to inflict such injury, personally causes great
bodily injury, as defined in Section 12022.7, to any person not an accomplice, shall, upon conviction of a felony
under this section, in addition and consecutive to the punishment prescribed for the felony, be punished by an
additional term of imprisonment in the state prison for two years unless the conduct described in this subdivision is
an element of any other offense of which the person is convicted or receives an enhancement under Section 12022.7.
(e) In any case in which a defendant is convicted of a violation of this section, the defendant shall be ordered to
make restitution to the agency owning the animal and employing the peace officer for any veterinary bills,
replacement costs of the animal if it is disabled or killed, and the salary of the peace officer for the period of time his
or her services are lost to the agency.
13050. Transmittal of information to Bureau of Livestock Identification
Each sheriff or other officer to whom a complaint that relates to the loss or theft of any equine animal is made shall,
in a timely manner, transmit to the Bureau of Livestock Identification a report pursuant to Section 24104 of the Food
and Agricultural Code.
13051. Compilation and distribution of report to county sheriffs' departments
The Bureau of Livestock Identification shall compile a report on information received pursuant to Section 24104 of
the Food and Agricultural Code. The bureau shall distribute the report to all county sheriffs' departments in a timely
manner.

California Vehicle Code (2009)
620. "Traffic"
The term "traffic" includes pedestrians, ridden animals, vehicles, street cars, and other conveyances, either singly or
together, while using any highway for purposes of travel.
21759. Caution in passing animals
The driver of any vehicle approaching any horse drawn vehicle, any ridden animal, or any livestock shall exercise
proper control of his vehicle and shall reduce speed or stop as may appear necessary or as may be signaled or
otherwise requested by any person driving, riding or in charge of the animal or livestock in order to avoid
frightening and to safeguard the animal or livestock and to insure the safety of any person driving or riding the
animal or in charge of the livestock.
21805. Equestrian crossings
(a) The Department of Transportation, and local authorities with respect to highways under their jurisdiction, may
designate any intersection of a highway as a bridle path or equestrian crossing by erecting appropriate signs. The
signs shall be erected on the highway at or near the approach to the intersection, and shall be of a type approved by
the Department of Transportation. The signs shall indicate the crossing and any crossmarks, safety devices, or
signals the authorities deem necessary to safeguard vehicular and equestrian traffic at the intersection.
(b) The driver of any vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any horseback rider who is crossing the highway at any
designated equestrian crossing which is marked by signs as prescribed in subdivision (a).
(c) Subdivision (b) does not relieve any horseback rider from the duty of using due care for his or her own safety.
No horseback rider shall leave a curb or other place of safety and proceed suddenly into the path of a vehicle which
is close enough to constitute an immediate hazard.

California Civil Code (2009)
1834.8. Horses sold for slaughter at public auction or sale; Notice
(a) At any public auction or sale where equines are sold, the management of the auction or sale shall post a sign
(measuring a minimum of 15 x 9 inches with lettering of a minimum of 11/4 x 1/2 (91 point)) or shall insert into its
consignment agreement with the seller in boldface type the notice stated in subdivision (b). If a sign is posted, it
shall be posted in a conspicuous place so that it will be clearly visible to a majority of persons attending the sale. If
the notice is inserted into the consignment agreement, space shall be provided adjacent to the notice for the seller to
initial his or her acknowledgment of the notice.
(b) The notice required by subdivision (a) shall read as follows:
(c) For the purposes of this section, the management of the auction or sale shall post current slaughter prices or make
them available to sellers upon request.
3064.1. Effect of false advertising as to animal's pedigree
Every person who willfully advertises any cattle, horse, sheep, swine, or other domestic animal for purposes of
copulation or profit as having a pedigree other than the true pedigree of such animal shall forfeit all right by law to
collect pay for the services of such animal.
3341. Infliction by pet of injury upon farm or ranch animal
The owner, possessor, or harborer of any dog or other animal, that shall, on the premises of any person other than
the owner, possessor, or harborer of such dog or other animal, kill, worry, or wound any bovine animal, swine,
horse, mule, burro, sheep, angora goat, or cashmere goat, or poultry, shall be liable to the owner of the same for the

damages and costs of suit, to be recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction:
1. In the prosecution of actions under the provisions of this chapter, it shall not be necessary for the plaintiff to
show that the owner, possessor, or harborer of such dog or other animal, had knowledge of the fact that such dog or
other animal would kill, wound or worry bovine animals, swine, horses, mules, burros, sheep, goats, or poultry.
2. Any person on finding any dog or dogs, or other animal, not on the premises of the owner or possessor of such
dog or dogs, or other animal, worrying, wounding, or killing any bovine animals, swine, horses, mules, burros,
sheep, angora or cashmere goats, may, at the time of finding such dog or dogs, or other animal, kill the same, and
the owner or owners thereof shall sustain no action for damages against any person so killing such dog or dogs, or
other animal.
Nothing in this section shall render an owner, possessor, or harborer of a dog liable for the accidental or unavoidable
killing or injury of any bovine animal, swine, horse, mule, burro, sheep, angora goat, cashmere goat, or poultry
which occurs in connection with or as an incident to the driving or herding the same from the premises of the owner,
possessor, or harborer of the dog, whether such killing or injury occurs upon such premises or off of such premises.

California Food and Agriculture Code (2009)
16521. Seizure of animal, hide, or carcass; Grounds
(a) An inspector shall seize any bovine animal, horse, mule, or burro, or the hide or carcass of any of those animals,
that is within any of the following classes:
(1) Found in the possession of a person who does not also have in his or her possession proof of ownership.
(2) Presented for inspection and that is not claimed by the consignor or consignee.
(3) An estray as defined in Section 17001.5.
(b) At the time of seizure, the person from whom the animal is seized shall be given a notice of rights under this
chapter.
16522. Evidence of ownership of animal or hide
Evidence of ownership of an animal or hide may include any of the following:
(a) A recorded brand registered in the name of the person in possession of the animal or hide.
(b) A brand inspection certificate.
(c) A bill of sale from the owner of the brand on the animal or hide.
(d) In the case of an unbranded animal or hide, a bill of sale which gives a description of the breed, sex, color, and
natural markings, if any.
(e) A dairy exemption number.
16523. Evidence of ownership of carcass
Evidence of ownership of a carcass may include a bill of sale, sales tag, or sales memorandum which shows all of
the following:
(a) The names of the seller and buyer.
(b) The date of sale.

(c) The quantity sold.
16524. Refusal to turn over seized animal, hide, or carcass
It is unlawful for any person to refuse to turn over to an inspector any animal, hide, or carcass which is seized
pursuant to any provision of this part.
16525. Unlawful removal of seized animal, hide or carcass
It is unlawful for any person to remove any animal, hide or carcass, which is seized by an inspector or peace officer
pursuant to any provision of this division, Division 10 (commencing with Section 20001), or Division 11
(commencing with Section 23001), from the premises where the inspector or peace officer confined it at the time of
seizure, except upon release of such animal, hide or carcass, by the inspector or peace officer who seized the animal,
hide, or carcass.
16526. Cost of caring for seized property; Lien
Any expense which is incurred in caring for any property seized pursuant to this part shall be paid by the person
presenting the property for inspection. The cost of caring for the property so held is a lien upon the property. The
lien may be enforced in the manner prescribed by Section 3052 of the Civil Code.
16527. Disposal of seized animal, hide, or carcass
An animal, hide, or carcass seized pursuant to this chapter shall be disposed of pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing
with Section 17001).
17001.5. "Estray"
For the purpose of this chapter, "estray" means any impounded or seized bovine animal, horse, mule, sheep, swine,
or burro whose owner is unknown or cannot be located.
17002. Disposal of seized animals
Any animal which is seized by, or comes into the possession of, an inspector pursuant to this part shall be disposed
of pursuant to this chapter.
17003. City or county provisions unaffected by chapter; Notice of impounding animal; Disposition
Except as provided in this section, this chapter does not affect any law or regulation regarding estrays, the
poundkeeper, or the other pound officer within the limits of any city or county where laws regarding estrays are in
force.
Upon the impounding of any bovine animal, horse, mule, or burro, the poundkeeper or other pound officer shall
immediately notify the secretary. Upon receipt of that notice, the secretary shall take possession of any bovine
animal and shall dispose of it pursuant to this chapter.
This section does not authorize any act that violates Section 597 of the Penal Code.
17004. Director taking up estray animals
The director may take up estray animals whose owners are unknown and cannot be located.
17005. Policy against euthanizing adoptable or treatable animals
(a) It is the policy of the state that no adoptable animal should be euthanized if it can be adopted into a suitable
home. Adoptable animals include only those animals eight weeks of age or older that, at or subsequent to the time
the animal is impounded or otherwise taken into possession, have manifested no sign of a behavioral or

temperamental defect that could pose a health or safety risk or otherwise make the animal unsuitable for placement
as a pet, and have manifested no sign of disease, injury, or congenital or hereditary condition that adversely affects
the health of the animal or that is likely to adversely affect the animal's health in the future.
(b) It is the policy of the state that no treatable animal should be euthanized. A treatable animal shall include any
animal that is not adoptable but that could become adoptable with reasonable efforts. This subdivision, by itself,
shall not be the basis of liability for damages regarding euthanasia.
17006. Animals that need not be held for owner redemption or adoption
Animals that are irremediably suffering from a serious illness or severe injury shall not be held for owner
redemption or adoption. Newborn animals that need maternal care and have been impounded without their mothers
may be euthanized without being held for owner redemption or adoption.
18733. Slaughter and preparation of equines
Equines shall be slaughtered and prepared in establishments separate from any establishment where any other
livestock is slaughtered or any product of any other livestock is prepared.
19348.5. Requirement that live horse be provided with adequate food and water on transportation to
slaughterhouse; Criminal offense
Every person who transports a live horse or horses to a slaughterhouse subject to licensing under this chapter shall
provide such horse or horses with adequate food and water. A violation of this section shall constitute cruelty to an
animal within the meaning of Section 597a of the Penal Code.
23043. Stopping conveyance; Taking possession
Any agent of the department or any peace officer may, for the purpose of making an investigation, do any of the
following:
(a) Stop any conveyance which is transporting on any public thoroughfare any horse, mule, burro, or sheep, the
carcass of any such animal which has the skin on it, or the hide or skin of any such animal.
(b) Take possession of any horse, mule, burro, or sheep, the carcass of any such animal which has the hide or skin
on it, or the hide or skin of any such animal and hold it for 30 days pending an investigation.
23251. Governing law (Branding of horses)
Any person that desires to use a brand on horses, mules, burros, or sheep shall be governed by the same provisions
and procedures with reference to such animals as are made applicable to the branding of cattle in Chapter 4
(commencing with Section 20601), of Division 10 of this code, except Section 20668.
23252. Use of cattle brand
Any person that owns a registered cattle brand may use the same brand on the same location on horses, mules,
burros, sheep, or swine if it is not in conflict with a previously registered brand.
24000. Legislative findings (Drugging of horses)
The Legislature finds and declares the following:
(a) That the public has a valuable interest in public horse shows, horse competitions, and horse sales.
(b) That it is the intent of this chapter to ensure the integrity of public horse shows, horse competitions, and horse
sales through the control of performance and disposition enhancing medications while limiting permitted therapeutic
usage at horse shows and competitions.

24001. Definitions
For the purposes of this chapter:
(a) "Event" means any public horse show, competition (including cutting horse competitions, endurance riding
competitions, competitive trail competitions, gymkhanas, and any other competition as determined by the secretary
by regulation), or sale, in which money, goods, or services are exchanged for the right to compete for a single set of
placings leading to points or awards at the show or competition, or to permit a horse to be consigned for sale.
"Event" does not include any of the following:
(1) Those competitions subject to the jurisdiction of the California Horse Racing Board.
(2) Sales consisting solely of racing stock.
(3) A rodeo-related competition including both rough stock and timed performance competitions when held apart
from a horse show.
(4) Roping club events when held apart from a horse show.
(5) Cattle team pennings when held apart from a horse show.
(6) Barrel racing when held apart from a horse show.
(7) Parade horse competitions.
(8) Public horse shows and public horse competitions that do not last longer than one day and whose total
cumulative fees to enter into any one or all classes do not exceed four dollars and ninety-nine cents ($4.99), unless
otherwise prescribed by the secretary by regulation. "Grounds fees," "stall fees," or any other fee composed of
money, goods, or services, which is assessed to permit competitors or consignors to enter into an event are
considered a part of this total cumulative fee.
(b) "Event manager" means the person in charge of an event, including the entity or individual financially
responsible for the event that is responsible for registering the event with the department, and who is responsible for
the assessment, collection, and remittance of fees. "Event manager" includes horse show secretaries and managers,
competitive event managers, and horse sale managers and sale owners.
(c) "Horse" means and includes all horses, mules, and asses.
(d) "Licensed veterinarian" means any person licensed as a veterinarian by the State of California.
(e) "Prohibited substance" is any stimulant, depressant, tranquilizer, anesthetic, including any local anesthetic,
sedative analgesic, corticosteroid, anabolic steroid, or agent that would sore a horse, which could affect the
performance, soundness, or disposition of a horse, or any drug regardless of how harmless or innocuous it might
otherwise be that could interfere with the detection of any prohibited substance. It also includes any metabolite or
derivative of any prohibited substance.
(f) "NSAIDs" are nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs.
(g) "Therapeutic administration" means the administration of a drug or medicine that is necessary for the treatment
of an illness or injury diagnosed by a licensed veterinarian. The administration of a prescription drug or medicine
shall only be as given or prescribed by the licensed veterinarian. The administration of a nonprescription drug or
medicine shall be in accordance with the directions on the manufacturer's label.
(h) "Exempt medications" are oral or topical medications containing prohibited substances determined by the
secretary to be exempt from this chapter when administered therapeutically.

(i) "Public" horse shows, competitions, or sales are those events that permit a person to enter or consign a horse for
sale in exchange for money, goods, or services. Any club or group that permits people to join, enter into
competition, or consign a horse for sale in exchange for money, goods, or services, is "public" for the purposes of
this chapter.
(j) "Stimulant or depressant" means any medication that stimulates or depresses the circulatory, respiratory, or
central or peripheral nervous system.
(k) To "sore" means to apply an irritating or blistering agent internally or externally for the purpose of affecting the
performance, soundness, or disposition of a horse.
(l) "Trainer" means any person who has the responsibility for the care, training, custody, or performance of a horse,
including, but not limited to, any person who signs any entry blank of any public horse show, competition, or sale,
whether that person is an owner, rider, agent, coach, adult, or minor.

Equine Protection Act of California Food and Agriculture Code (2009)
24102. Definitions
For purposes of this chapter:
(a) "Animal" means a horse, pony, mule, or burro.
(b) "Program" means the program of equine protection and identification of the department.
(c) "Slaughter" means to kill an animal and prepare it for consumption by animals or human beings.
24103. Program of protection and identification
There is in the department a program of equine protection and identification.
24104. Transmittal of information to Bureau of Livestock Identification
Each sheriff or other officer to whom a complaint that relates to the loss or theft of any animal is made shall, in a
timely manner, transmit to the Bureau of Livestock Identification a report that contains all of the following:
(a) A complete description of each animal lost or stolen including approximate age, height, and weight, sex, breed,
color, natural marks, scars, a description of each brand or tattoo and its location on the animal, and any other
information that may be of use in identifying, locating and receiving the lost or stolen animal.
(b) The county or city where the loss or theft occurred.
(c) The approximate date and time of the loss or theft.
(d) The law enforcement agency's report identification or number.
(e) The name, address, and telephone number of the law enforcement agency that completed the report.
(f) The name of that law enforcement agency's investigating officer to be contacted relating to the loss or theft.
24104.5. Compilation and distribution of report to county sheriffs' departments
The Bureau of Livestock Identification shall compile a report on information received pursuant to Section 24104.
The bureau shall distribute the report to all county sheriffs' departments in a timely manner.
24105. Investigation involving theft of animal

No investigator of the program or any other employee of the department, in enforcing this chapter, shall be required
to conduct any investigation that involves the theft of any animal. That investigation shall be conducted by the law
enforcement entity that filed the theft report. However, an investigator of the program may assist the law
enforcement entity that filed the theft report in the theft investigation.
24106. Requirement of written instrument for animal destined for slaughter
No person shall purchase, consign, sell, or accept the donation of an animal which is destined for slaughter unless
the seller or donor of the animal provides, and the purchaser or donee receives, at the time of delivery, a written bill
of sale or any written instrument which contains all of the following information:
(a) A description of each animal which is sold that includes its sex, breed, color, approximate height and weight,
approximate age, natural marks, or identifying scars, and of each brand or tattoo and its location. If the animal has
been branded or tattooed and registered with the Bureau of Livestock Identification in the department, the
identification papers shall accompany the animal.
(b) The name, address, signature, and motor vehicle driver's license number of the person who sold or donated the
animal.
(c) The date of the transaction.
(d) The name, address, and motor vehicle driver's license number of the purchaser of the animal.
(e) The name, address, and motor vehicle driver's license number of any person who transports the animal to the
purchaser or an auction yard.
24107. Requirement of written records for operator of auction yard or dealer handling animals destined for
slaughter
Every operator of an auction yard or dealer who handles animals destined for slaughter shall keep a written record of
all sales and purchases made in the course of conducting the business for at least two years after making the final
entry of any purchase, sale, or donation of an animal. The operator of an auction yard or the dealer shall show the
record oil demand to any investigator of the program or any peace officer.
24108. Failure to keep, refusal to show or allow copying of, or destruction of required records
Any person who does not keep the written records required by this chapter or who refuses, upon demand of any
investigator of the program or any peace officer, to show the record, to allow copies to be made of the record, or
who destroys the record within two years after making the final entry of any purchase, consignment, sale, or
donation of any animal, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
24109. Requirement of inspection prior to slaughter
(a) No animal, whether branded or not, shall be shipped, transported, hauled, or delivered for slaughter, unless it is
inspected by an inspector of the program.
(b) As part of the inspection required by this section, the inspector shall be provided a valid bill of sale containing
the information designated in Section 24106 for each individual animal.
24110. Seizure of animal by inspector
An inspector shall seize any animal for which a valid bill of sale containing the information designated in Section
24106 is not provided.
24111. Removal of animal in possession of inspector

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, it is unlawful for any person to remove from the possession of an
inspector any animal seized or which is otherwise in the possession of an inspector.
24112. Search of brand records
If the animal which is seized or otherwise in the possession of the inspector is branded, the director shall cause a
search to be made of the brand records to ascertain the owner.
24113. Recorded brands or marks
If the brands or marks are recorded, the director shall immediately, by letter, notify the person in whose name the
brands or marks are recorded.
24114. Notice of seizure; Publication of list of descriptions of animals
If the owner cannot be ascertained, the director shall cause a notice of the seizure of the animal to remain posted for
a period of 14 days on a bulletin board in each office of the Bureau of Livestock Identification. In addition to
posting the notice, the director shall periodically publish a list of the descriptions of the animals, containing the
information specified in Section 24106, in the classified section of a horse-oriented publication which is in general
circulation throughout the State of California. The notices shall also state the time and place of the animal's
proposed sale.
24115. Proof of ownership
Any person that claims ownership of the animal may, at any time, but not later than 14 days after the first posting of
the notice, file his or her proof of ownership with the director and the director shall proceed to determine the claim
of ownership.
24116. Return of animal
If ownership is proved to the satisfaction of the director, the animal shall be returned to the owner upon payment by
the owner of all expenses which were incurred in the handling of the animal.
24117. Disposal of animal by director
If the animal at any time while in the possession of an inspector is in a condition which requires immediate disposal,
the animal may be disposed of by the director. The proceeds from the salvage, if any, in excess of expenses which
were incurred in the handling of the animal shall be paid to the person proving ownership pursuant to Section 24116.
24118. Sale of animal by director
If after 14 days from the date of the first posting of notice, no satisfactory proof of ownership of the animal has been
made, or if the owner fails or refuses to pay all expenses which were incurred, the director shall sell the animal. All
sales which are made pursuant to this chapter convey a good and valid title to the purchaser.
24119. Department of Food and Agriculture Fund
The proceeds from the sale of any animal shall be paid into, and the expenses of holding, advertising, sale, and other
incidental expenses shall be paid from, the Department of Food and Agriculture Fund.
24120. Proof of ownership after sale
If any person shall, within one year after the date of the sale, prove to the satisfaction of the director his or her
ownership of an animal which was sold pursuant to this article, the director shall order the net proceeds of the sale of
the animal to be paid to that person.
24121. Certificate of inspection

If the inspector of the program determines that the person who offers the animal for inspection is in lawful
possession, the inspector shall issue a certificate of inspection.
24122. Requirements of certificate of inspection
The certificate of inspection shall be signed by the inspector of the program and shall indicate all of the following:
(a) The place and date of inspection and the number of animals inspected.
(b) The sex, breed, color, approximate height and weight, approximate age, natural marks and identifying scars, and
a description of each brand or tattoo and its location on each animal.
(c) If the animal is to be transported, the names of the shipper and consignee and the point of origin and the final
destination of the shipment.
(d) If the animal is to be transported, the length of time necessary to transport the animal between the point of
inspection and the point of final destination. The inspector shall determine the amount of time needed for this
purpose, based upon the information provided to him or her at the time of inspection.
The certificate issued pursuant to this section shall only be valid for transportation purposes during the period of
time specified on the certificate by the inspector.
24123. Unlawful issuance of certificate
It is unlawful for any inspector to issue a certificate of inspection unless he or she personally makes the inspection
between sunrise and sunset.
24124. Accompaniment of animal shipment by copy of certificate
One copy of the certificate of inspection required by this chapter shall accompany the shipment of animals.
24125. Civil penalty
Any person who transports an animal destined for slaughter who does not have a copy of the certificate of inspection
as required pursuant to this chapter or who refuses, upon demand of any investigator of the program or any peace
officer, to exhibit a copy of the certificate, is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed fifty dollars ($50) for each
animal.
24126. Substitution, addition or transportation of animal from lot for which certificate issued
It is unlawful for any person to remove any animal and substitute another for it, or to add any other animal or
transport an animal from any lot of animals for which a certificate has been issued, until the shipment or slaughter is
completed, unless the inspector who issued this section is a misdemeanor.
24127. Fees
(a) Each dealer who handles animals destined for slaughter, and who ships 15 or more animals at a time for
slaughter, shall pay the inspector a service fee of twenty-five dollars ($25), in addition to a fee of up to ten dollars
($10) for each animal, as determined by the director. The inspection shall take place within 24 hours of the date of
transportation.
(b) Each dealer who handles animals destined for slaughter, and who ships less than 15 animals at a time for
slaughter, shall pay the inspector for the actual cost of the inspection, as determined by the director. The inspection
shall take place immediately prior to when the animal to be shipped is loaded onto the conveyance.
(c) The fees shall be paid at the point of inspection of the animals. The revenue derived from these fees shall be
deposited in the Department of Food and Agriculture Fund and, upon appropriation by the Legislature, shall be

expended to carry out this chapter. The department shall maintain all internal accounting measures necessary to
ensure that revenue derived pursuant to this chapter shall be kept separate from all other funds in the Department of
Food and Agriculture Fund. The Governor's budget submitted to the Legislature pursuant to Section 12 of Article IV
of the California Constitution shall display the fiscal information for this program in accordance with Sections
13335, 13336, and 13337 of the Government Code.
24128. Inspector's memorandum
(a) The inspector shall make a memorandum which shows the number, sex, breed, color, approximate height and
weight, approximate age, natural marks and identifying scars, and a description of each brand or tattoo and its
location on each animal which is inspected, and the names of the owner or claimant, consignor, or consignee.
(b) The memorandum of the inspection shall be retained for record purposes by the inspector for at least two years
after the date of the inspection.
24129. Maintenance of inspection certificates
The department shall maintain inspection certificates for a period of five years in a manner that shall disclose the
number of animals that have been inspected.
24130. Certificate of consignment
Any person that is engaged in the business of buying or selling animals on consignment at any public or private
salesyard shall keep after each sale, a certificate of consignment which contains all of the following information:
(a) The name and address of the consignor.
(b) A description of each animal which is sold that includes its sex, breed, color, approximate height and weight,
approximate age, natural marks and identifying scars, and a description of each brand or tattoo and its location on
each animal.
(c) Reasonable proof of the ownership of the animal.
(d) The license number of any vehicle which transports the animal to the salesyard. If the animal is transported in a
trailer, the license number of both the trailer and the vehicle which pulls it shall be given.
(e) The signature of the consignor.
24131. Retaining certificates of consignment
Any person subject to Section 24130 shall retain the certificate of consignment on file for a period of at least two
years after the sale. The certificates of consignment shall be presented on demand of any peace officer or any agent
of the program.
24132. Civil action for wrongful or fraudulent taking, possessing, harboring, or transporting animal
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person is civilly liable for four times the value of the animal at the
time of taking, possessing, harboring, transporting, or slaughtering of the animal, with interest, at the prime rate
from the date of that occurrence, for attorney fees incurred in the recovery of the animal, and for an amount in fair
compensation for the time and money properly expended by the owner in pursuit of the animal, as follows:
(1) In any action for the wrongful taking, possessing, harboring, or transporting of an animal for slaughter or for the
slaughter of the animal without the consent of the owner or the person lawfully in possession of the animal or any
animal whose ownership is still in dispute.
(2) In any action where a person knowingly, by any false representation or pretense, defrauds another person of any
animal, which results in the wrongful taking, possessing, harboring, or transporting of the animal for slaughter

without the consent of the owner or the person lawfully in possession of the animal or any animal whose ownership
is still in dispute.
(b) The commencement of any criminal prosecution for the theft of the animal shall not preclude or prevent any civil
action as specified in this section.
24133. Transportation of animal under false pretenses
Any person who transports an animal destined for slaughter out of the state under false pretenses in order to avoid an
inspection under this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of five hundred dollars ($500) for each
animal so transported.
24134. Civil liability for falsification of documents
Any person who falsifies any document or record required by this chapter, or by any regulation adopted pursuant to
this chapter, is liable civilly for a penalty in an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) for each violation.
Any money that is recovered pursuant to this section shall be paid into the Department of Food and Agriculture
Fund and, upon appropriation by the Legislature, shall be expended to carry out this chapter.

California Fish and Game (2009)
2118. Prohibited importation or release into state of live wild animals of listed species, except under
revocable, nontransferable permit
It is unlawful to import, transport, possess, or release alive into this state, except under a revocable, nontransferable
permit as provided in this chapter and the regulations pertaining thereto, any wild animal of the following species:
Order Perissodactyla (horses, zebras, tapirs, rhinoceroses, etc.) All species except those of the family Equidae.
4600. Killing or capturing of undomesticated burro
(a) It is unlawful to kill, wound, capture, or have in possession any undomesticated burro, except as provided in
Section 53074.5 of the Government Code.
(b) As used in this section, "undomesticated burro" means a wild burro or a burro which has not been tamed or
domesticated for a period of three years after its capture. The fact that a burro was killed, wounded, or captured on
publicly owned land, or on land owned by a person other than the person who killed, wounded, or captured the burro
is prima facie evidence that the burro was an undomesticated burro at the time it was killed, wounded, or captured.
(c) Neither the commission nor any other department or agency has any power to modify the provisions of this
section by any order, rule, or regulation.

California Government Code (2010)
53074.5. Removal and medical care or treatment of undomesticated burro authorized
(a) For purposes of this section, "undomesticated burro" means a wild burro or a burro which has not been tamed or
domesticated for a period of three years after its capture and is not protected by the federal government under the
federal Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act (Chapter 30 (commencing with Section 1331) of Title 16 of the
United States Code).
(b) At the request of the landowner, an officer or employee of a local animal control agency may remove an
undomesticated burro that strays onto private land.
(c) An officer or employee of a local animal control agency may remove an undomesticated burro that strays onto a
public roadway to ensure public safety.

(d) An officer or employee of a local animal control agency may provide medical care or treatment, including, but
not limited to, euthanasia if medically appropriate, to an undomesticated burro that is seriously ill or injured.

California Health and Safety Code (2009)
25988. Standards of humane treatment regarding keeping of horses or other equine animals; Failure to meet
standards when keeping horses or other equine animals for hire
A peace officer, officer of a humane society as qualified under Section 14502 or 14503 of the Corporations Code, or
officer of an animal control or animal regulation department of a public agency, as qualified under Section 830.9 of
the Penal Code, may issue a citation as prescribed in Section 25988.5, to any person or entity keeping horses or
other equine animals for hire, if the person or entity fails to meet any of the following standards of humane treatment
regarding the keeping of horses or other equine animals:
(a) Any enclosure where an equine is primarily kept shall be of sufficient size to enable the equine to comfortably
stand up, turn around, and lie down, and shall be kept free of excessive urine and waste matter.
(b) Paddocks and corrals shall be of adequate size for the equine to move about freely.
(c) Buildings, premises, and conveyances used in conjunction with equines shall be kept free of sharp objects,
protrusions, or other materials that are likely to cause injury.
(d) Equines shall be supplied with nutritionally adequate feed and clean water, in accordance with standards
published by the Cooperative Extension of the Division of Agricultural Sciences of the University of California.
(e) Tack and equipment shall be appropriate and fit properly.
(f) After use the equine shall be cooled out to a normal condition at rest.
(g) When not being ridden, a saddled equine shall have available adequate shelter from the elements, and have
loosened saddle straps and girths.
(h) An equine shall not be available for hire or use if the equine has any conditions that violate subdivision (b) of
Section 597 or Section 597f of the Penal Code or any of the following conditions:
(1) Sores or abrasions caused or likely to be irritated by the surfaces of saddles, girths, harnesses, or bridles.
(2) Blindness in both eyes.
(3) Improperly or inadequately trimmed and shod feet contrary to the standards published by the Cooperative
Extension of the Division of Agricultural Sciences of the University of California.
(i) Each equine shall be individually identified, using humane methods, such as a detailed description, including,
but not limited to, name, breed, color, markings, size, age, sex, and photograph.
(j) Farrier and veterinary receipts shall be kept and shall identify each equine treated.
(k) Veterinary, farrier, and feed records shall be made available during normal business hours to the law
enforcement officer. Upon failure to provide these records, the equine or equines in question may not be used for
hire until such time as the records are produced or an equine veterinarian shall certify that the equine or equines are
fit for labor.
25988.5. Civil penalty; Criminal prosecution
(a) Citations issued pursuant to Section 25988 shall require the person cited to pay a civil penalty in the amount of
one hundred dollars ($100) for each violation, and one hundred dollars ($100) for each day the violation continues.

(b) Any person who violates Section 25988 may be prosecuted by the district attorney of the county in which the
violation occurred or the city attorney of the city in which the violation occurred.
116990. Confinement of animals in manner permitting pollution of water supply
No person shall keep any horses, mules, cattle, swine, sheep, or live stock of any kind, penned, corralled, or housed
on, over, or on the borders of any stream, pond, lake, or reservoir, in a manner that the waters become polluted, if
water is drawn therefrom for the supply of any portion of the inhabitants of this state.
116995. Permitting pollution of water supply by animals
No person shall cause or permit any horses, cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, or any kind of live stock or domestic
animals, to pollute the waters, or tributaries of waters, used or intended for drinking purposes by any portion of the
inhabitants of this state.

